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Pear Inferested Party:

Information provided in the “2005 Stocking Plan” is put together to provide the public with a plan of where, how
many what species, and what size fish will be stocked into public waters. We have organized the information by
Region and then by water in alphabetical order. The objective of this publication is to provide the public with up
to date information about fish stock throughout the state.

What is New in the Hatcherv System

The propagation and stocking of fish has been a vital part of Fish, Wildlife & Parks” (FWP) activities for more
than a century. Since the first hatchery was operational there have been many hatcheries, some still in operation
and some no long exist. The newest facility is the Fort Peck Multi-Species hatchery. which has the potential to
produce every species of fish the FWP stocks throughout the state. The main emphasis will be to produce up to
50.000.000 walleye fry and 2.5 million walleye fingerling. This “State of the Art” hatchery was designed for the
future needs of Montana and has the best, most up to date, water treatment systems and fish rearing systems.
When operational it will have the capabilities no other hatchery in the couniry has. The efforts of fisherman and
citizens across the state should be proud of their efforts i obtaining the funds and authority to make this
tremendous facihity a reality.

As many are aware. PCB’s a chemical contaminant was found in the raceway paints at Big Springs Hatchery.
Since the discovery of PCBs last summer the matority of the hatchery has been shut down and will be for the near
future. This will have a dramatic effect on the 2005-stocking plan. The results of having to close the lower
raceways 1s a statewide one-third reduction in our stocking efforts for 2005. The Hatchery Bureau has made
every effort to balance the reductions to maintain fisheries through out the state. However, fishermen may see
minor changes in the catch rates in some waters. Hopefully we will be at full production in 2005/2006 so the
2006 stocking efforts will be back to 100%.

If you have questions on anything pertaining to fish stocking, hatchery operations, PCBs, or the new Fort Peck
Hatchery. feel free to contact our Hatchery Bureau Chief in our Helena office at:

E-mail: gherteilotiieostate. mius

Phone: 1-406-444-2447 or write

Mail: Gary Bertellott
Hatchery Burean Chief
1420 East 6" Ave
Helena, MT 59620

Sincerely,

Inhrector

Enc,
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